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The Upside of Sharing

Even if stressed-out parents may not fully agree: Children are born
helpers. Even infants are surprisingly cooperative and willing to share,
as researchers at the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology
in Leipzig have now shown. Humans evidently have a natural propensity
for helpfulness - quite unlike our closest relatives, the chimpanzees.

Letter by Letter

Children learn to speak almost effortlessly, even in multiple languages.
But why are reading and writing often so difficult, even despite years
of instruction? Scientists at the Max Planck Institute for Human
Development in Berlin are investigating this question. Their findings
provide important starting points for systematically supporting
children with reading difficulties.

Take a Bite or Resist?

From a very early age, children exhibit a remarkable sense of fairness and
justice. The older they get, the more they develop such social skills as
compassion and empathy. Researchers at the Max Planck Institute for
Human Cognitive and Brain Sciences in Leipzig are analyzing how the
social behavior of children develops, and which regions of the brain play
arolein this.

ONTHE COVER Resisting a sweet temptation is hard even for most adults. Children
will grab one of their favorite cookies much faster if the plate is within reach. We aren't
born with the ability to control impulses - it must be developed over time. Researchers
are taking a closer look at children’s behavior.
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