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To age or not to age     

The birth of the stars
Chile

Holding the world together in its inmost folds
Switzerland



Twelve Max Planck institutes and their international  
partners are behind the interdisciplinary research  
network MaxNetAging. This “virtual institute” provides 
scientists with the means to study the causes,  
processes and consequences of aging.

The APEX telescope set up in the Atacama Desert is an 
international joint endeavour headed by the Max Planck 
Institute for Radio Astronomy. It measures radiation from 
space in the submillimeter range. This radiation holds 
the key to our understanding of the origins of the planets 
and stars. The image of the galaxy Centaurus A (fold-out 
page, front, top) shows jets of matter that originate in 
the area of the central black hole. The submillimeter data 
from the APEX telescope are depicted in orange. 

CERN near Geneva is the world’s largest research center 
devoted to particle physics. Twenty nations are involved 
in operating the center. The spectacular experiments 
conducted using the gigantic particle accelerator are 
expected to provide clues to the composition of matter 
and the fundamental structure of the cosmos. The 
ATLAS particle detector being built by physicists at the 
Max Planck Institute for Physics together with scien-
tific colleagues from all over the world will also provide 
CERN with a powerful tool in its search for elementary 
particles. The illustration (fold-out page, front, center) 
depicts a simulated collision experiment using the  
ATLAS detector.
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International activities of  
Max Planck institutes

Our institutes undertake cross-border co-operation in order to 

bring together not only resources but also a diversity of concep-

tual models and approaches. The resulting synergy is invaluable in  

facilitating decisive advances in science. Max Planck institutes have 

maintained contacts with the world’s most significant research 

institutions for decades in pursuit of scientific progress.

This bilateral and multilateral cooperation takes many forms: from 

database-supported virtual laboratories via branch institutes in 

foreign locations to participation in major international projects 

requiring costly technological facilities. Max Planck institutes 

are at present cooperating with around 6,000 partners located in  

120 different countries across the globe. 

Over half of our cooperation partners are located in the Euro-

pean Union. Through their extremely successful involvement in 

EU projects supported by the European Research Framework 

programs, the Max Planck institutes are making a substantial 

contribution towards realizing the goal of a European Research 

Area as targeted by scientific and economic policy.

Beyond the borders of Europe, Max Planck institutes are also 

participating in major international projects of crucial importance, 

including the World Climate Research Program (WCRP) and the 

International Geosphere-Biosphere Program (IGBP).
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Scientific organizations in Europe, the USA and Asia in particular 

are consistently expanding their international activities. Research 

clusters of the highest standard are being developed in prominent 

locations. By working in close harmony with one another, multiple 

institutes researching complementary topics in the same location 

are able to substantially increase the level of added scientific 

value, to the benefit of all.

International presence

Because both its research efforts and unique structure enjoy  

an exceptional international reputation, the Max Planck Society 

is a highly sought-after collaborative partner in joint institutional 

undertakings. By maintaining a high  international profile, the Max 

Planck Society for its part profits from the dynamic growth in the 

world’s scientific centers both old and new, and is thereby able 

to specifically enhance its own research spectrum.

The Max Planck Society has four institutes outside of Germany, 

three of which can already look back on a long tradition of achieve-

ment. In future we shall continue to target regions of the world 

that either possess effective and efficient research systems or 

exhibit appropriate development potential, with a view to estab-

lishing further new institutes. Such a commitment by the Max 

Planck Society is always conditional upon the unimpaired applica-

tion of its principles of governance and institutional autonomy, 

as well as a guarantee by the host country of long-term financial 

planning security.

In a new approach, the Max Planck Society will set up international 

Max Planck Centers. Such Centers are structurally consolidated 

joint research undertakings establ ished jointly with partner 

organizations abroad and represent milestones in successful 

bilateral cooperation.
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In the footsteps of artists  
and master builders | Italy

2
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The alliance between the Art History Institute in Flor-
ence and the long-established Bibliotheca Hertziana in 
Rome under the umbrella of the Max Planck Society has 
created an international center for research into Italian 
culture that is without parallel. 

The mathematics of  
biomolecules | China

The mathematics of biomolecules | China

In 2005, the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) and 
the Max Planck Society established a joint Institute. The 

CAS-MPG Partner Institute for Computational Biology  
on the campus of the Shanghai Institute for Biological  

Sciences (SIBS) operates at the interface between  
theoretical and experimental molecular biology.
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The first Max Planck Institute outside of Germany financed entirely with  
US funds is now taking shape in Florida. The Max Planck Florida Institute will 
investigate molecular imaging processes, of which these two illustrations 
are examples. Together with the Scripps Florida Research Institute and the 
Florida Atlantic University, a scientific center of international standing is  
being established in the field of biosciences. 
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Of human language | Netherlands 
 
The Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics in Nijmegen, founded in 1980, 
is devoted to an interdisciplinary study of the basic principles of human lan-
guage. The Institute also maintains the world’s largest archive of languages 
that are at risk of dying out. Our photo shows Directors Wolfgang Klein, 
Steven Levinson, Anne Cutler and Peter Hagoort, pictured with the busts  
of famous predecessors in their field (left to right: C & W. Stern, E. Sapri,  
W. Wundt, P. Broca, C. Wernicke). 

Images of the building blocks of life | USA 

Of human language | Netherlands 
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National borders are too restrictive to support the level of pro-

ductive effort needed to address the highly complex scientific 

challenges of the present and future. Above all, new areas of 

study that have yet to become established can only achieve the 

necessary “critical mass” within the framework of international 

cooperation. Even the most successful clusters tend to focus 

regional competence on already established subjects. At the 

cutting edge of research, more than anywhere else, the search 

for knowledge is proving to be a global process. 

The Max Planck Society, as a German research organization, is 

part of the global scientific community. Its international activities 

are an expression of the knowledge and value creation process 

that constitutes its central mandate: to engage in research of 

the highest quality.

Research  
in a global context
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