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Sehr geehrte Staatsrätin Kumar, 

sehr geehrte Frau Konrektorin Boehnke, 

This summer, I hiked part of the South West Coast Path in Cornwall. It offers beautiful views of the coastline – and it is 

very, very winding. Apparently, this allowed the coast guard to monitor every single little bay. So, if you want to be 

quick, you better take a different route. But if you want to discover the sea, time and time again –  it’s the perfect 

place for you. 

Dear members and friends of the institute, 

Dear Nicole, Rudi, Marcel, 

Dear Tatiana and Jean-Baptiste, 

Basic research is a bit like this Coast Path in Cornwall: a long and winding trail. It requires close observation. It doesn’t 

lead straight from A to B. But it lets you discover the hidden secrets of nature. 

I really believe that the world needs people who are willing to follow their own winding path. And it is the mission of 

the MPG to find and to support these people –  to give them the time and the tools to realize their visions. You, the 

members of this institute, are these people. And it makes me very happy – and very grateful –  to see how warmly you 

welcome your two new directors, Tatiana Ilyina and Jean-Baptiste Raina. Their arrival marks the beginning of a new 

era for this institute. 

Dear guests, 

marine microbiology is a very exciting field. But it is also a challenging one. Many of the microbes remain to be discov-

ered. But even if you had a complete inventory of these species: reconstructing the spatial distribution and analyzing 

the complex interactions between marine life forms seems almost impossible. And yet, you are protagonists of a par-
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adigm shift. You move from a descriptive approach to a quantitative, mechanistic and network perspective in marine 

microbiology. 

New methods to get to functional single-cell analysis! State Councillor Kumar, I think you have already seen the new 

NanoSIMS instrument this summer! It is unique in Europe. You can watch microorganisms at work.  

Or think of the integration of omics and meta-omics, complemented by machine learning, remote sensing, and auton-

omous robots for monitoring the sea and seafloor. 

And this is not just of academic interest. It is essential for Earth system modeling – and that is really critical. Under-

standing this “world machine” – and its role in the climate – is key to the future of humanity, as we loose coral reefs 

and many species at rapid pace. 

Dear friends, let’s change perspective for a moment. Marine research is not only about the things we might lose. It is 

also about what we can gain. It is about what we might learn. And about how new insights might change technology. 

Just think of PCR. It allowed us to trace the coronavirus. Really, it changed the world – and became applicable only 

thanks to bacteria from hot geysers in Yellowstone Park. A thermostable polymerase was the key. Of course, a poly-

merase.  

Really, there are so many things that remain to be discovered. And the work happening here in Bremen is a wonderful 

reminder of that. Just a few days ago, researchers at this institute revealed insights into an enzyme that can fix nitro-

gen at temperatures close to the boiling point. This shows us once again that nature is capable of things we would 

hardly have imagined. 

Dear all,  

I wish you an exciting journey into the future. You do not need recommendations. But if you would ask me for some, I 

would say: Stay ambitious. Stay confident. Follow your own winding path. And every now and then, leave the trail and 

look around. See what is out there, what others are doing. And maybe, at some point in your life,  you will get to an 

amazing scenic viewpoint –  a place where you suddenly see something big before you. Just as Gottfried Hempel did 

40 years ago. He wrote down the original concept for the institute. And he inspired this place. And now – look where 

this path has led us. An institute that is thriving thanks to Marcel, Rudi, Nicole, and former directors Friedrich Widdel 

and Bo Barker Jørgensen, not to forget. An institute with colleagues who give back to the MPG, just mentioning Rudi 

Amann, who is our expert on constructions or Nicole Dubilier, who is engaged with the Advanced Research Consorti-

um. 

And: an institute that is able to open its next chapter – with Tatiana and Jean-Baptiste. 

So, thank you all. All the very best to the MPI for Marine Microbiology. 

I am much looking forward to hear the talks. Please enjoy this special event. 

 


