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Sehr geehrter Herr Ministerpräsident, lieber Herr Kretschmer, 

It is good that there are politicians who know that research and teaching are needed  

to foster critical thinking and educate the next generation,  

to provide evidence for rational decision-making,  

and to promote innovation for the economy of the future. 

I would like to thank the Free State of Saxony for all the support. 

I would like to thank you personally for your commitment to education, science and democracy. 

Dear guests, 

“There are things known and things unknown, and in between are The Doors.” 

The legendary Rock Star Jim Morrison didn’t invent this line. But he made it famous. And whether you like their music 

or not, The Doors lived up to their promise. Their sound was original and transformative. Just like good science. 

Lieber Stephan Grill, 

Dear colleagues, 

Dear members and alumni of the institute, 

Dear guests and friends, 

I did not mean to compare the Max Planck Society to The Doors. Although, when it comes to ambition, we do have 

something in common. Getting from the known to the unknown — that is also our mission! 



 

2 
 

 
 

  

 

 

  

And to achieve this, we must open doors to new knowledge. But since nature has locked those gates, we need intui-

tion, courage, and perseverance to find the keys. 

Dear Kai Simons, Wieland Huttner, Tony Hyman, and Marino Zerial, 

25 years ago, you set out to open new doors. And as founding directors, you agreed on a vision. 

Inspired by EMBL, you wanted to set up a new kind of Max Planck Institute: more and smaller groups, and common 

core facilities. Flat hierarchies, and shared decision-making processes. Diversity, and cross-disciplinary collaboration. 

And an international doctoral program. 

This vision became known as the “Dresden model.” By now, we can see that this worked out. 

The CBG excelled in scientific performance. It excelled in launching new start-ups and in public outreach as well. 

The institute attracted talent from around the world. Did you know that CBG ranks among the top three bioscience 

institutes when it comes to our centrally funded research groups? 

Clearly, many of the very best want to come to Dresden. And this is also true for postdocs, thanks to the ELBE pro-

gram. 

Dear friends, 

Thank you. Thank you! 

Thanks to our founding directors!  

Thanks also to the directors who joined soon afterwards: 

Joe Howard, Elisabeth Knust, and Gene Meyers. 

And thanks to the long-time Chief Operating Officer, Ivan Baines. This is also your legacy! 

Thanks also to all the present Directors, to the past and present group leaders, and to all the scientists, the admin-

istration and support staff, everyone who makes this institute work and all those who made it possible. 

Really, you should be very proud of yourselves! And now, all those who are not at the institute should applaud! 

Sehr geehrte Frau Staatssekretärin, 

Herr Oberbürgermeister, 

Frau Präsidentin, liebe Frau Staudinger, 

After the reunification of Germany,  it was decided to close the equivalent of 31 Departments in the West and to es-

tablish new Max Planck Institutes in the East. Now, 25 years later, and considering a Nobel Prize in Leipzig, a Break-

through Prize in Dresden, and numerous other distinctions and so many achievements, we know that this daring deci-

sion was the right one. 

But we should realize, that the success of this institute depends on a unique local ecosystem. Here in Dresden, institu-

tions work very well together to achieve something no-one could achieve alone. 
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Here in Dresden, theory meets experiment, life sciences meet physics and chemistry. 

And Max Planck meets the Technical University! 

Dear guests, 

I don’t want to spoil our festive mood. But what really worries me is that anti-science forces grow stronger. Not just in 

the U.S. – also here in Europe, here in Germany. 

Facing these threats, let me emphasize this: Science is essential for the development of our society. Science is a pillar 

of a resilient democracy - just like independent courts and a free press. 

Yet, to fulfill its role, science not only requires funding. It also needs freedom, openness, and diversity. 

So let me say this very clearly: We will firmly oppose political actors who attack our freedom and autonomy! 

Dear members of the institute, 

from a neurodevelopmental perspective: Age 25 marks the actual transition to adulthood. 

Our human brains are fully mature by then. 

Following this logic, the future of the institute must be bright. It should be entering a golden age! 

And indeed, a new generation is opening more doors to the unknown: 

with organoids, biophysics, and self-organization, with mathematics and the Center for Systems Biology, with a new 

department in biomedical AI funded by the Boehringer Ingelheim Foundation and a cooperation with the Aithyra Insti-

tute in Vienna, and with a new Max Planck Center on cell dynamics, together with Singapore. 

Considering all these successes, what can we as the Max Planck Society learn from you? 

Well – that it pays off to promote talent early on, 

that it pays off to work with your neighbors, 

that it pays off to cross borders between disciplines, 

that it pays off to take risk and break new frontiers, 

that it pays off to bundle resources, 

and that it pays off to attract outside funding. 

 

Dear friends, 

due to the institute here, there are more things known now, especially when it comes to the question how cells form 

tissues. But many things remain unknown. So let’s keep finding and opening those doors. 

Dear guests, 

imagine that some of us meet here in 2051, celebrating the 50th anniversary of the CBG. 
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And imaging it will be said then that some of the doors that were opened together back in the 2020s turned out to be 

the right ones. 

That, I believe, would contribute to a sense of fulfillment. At least, I can say this for myself. 

Thank you, all the best for the future, and please enjoy this wonderful day. 

 


