Together in Science.
Connected for Life.
Max Planck Alumni!

14 - 15 October 2026 | Harnack-Haus

Wednesday, 14 October 2026

14:30

Warm-up with Coffee

Planck lobby

15:00 — 15:20

Welcome and Opening Address
e  Welcome by the President Patrick Cramer
e The importance of a strong alumni network
e Thanks to participants and supporters

Goethe hall

15:20 Uhr

The President welcomes Ranga Yogeshwar to the stage for a
conversation

Goethe hall

16:00 — 16:45

Coffee Break with World Café

Five themed discussion tables where alumni, postdocs, and doctoral

researchers exchange ideas or get information on a variety of topics
e The MPG Unit for International Relations: Let's Connect!

Friends & Donors Unit and Max Planck Foundation

Doing Culture: Diversity, Inclusion & Wellbeing at MPG

From Science to Start-up: Meet the Team

Career inside and outside Academia / Mentoring

Planck lobby / Einstein lounge

16:45 - 17:15

Growth factors, tissue repair, and the unexpected opportunities
Sabine Werner (Professor ETH Ziirich, Max Planck Alumna)

Goethe hall

17:15-18:00

A 40-Year Journey
Reinhard Genzel (Nobel Laureate, Director at the MPI for Extraterrestrial
Physics)

Goethe hall

18:00 — 18.45

Panel Discussion: The Alumni Advantage — Rethinking Synergies
Kerstin Diibner-Gee (Head of Dep. Human Ressources & Opportunities),
Lou Bohlen (Head of Minerva Stiftung), Sabine Werner (Prof. ETH Zirich),
Jiirgen Renn (Director MPI Geoanthropology); Moderation: Frauke
Logermann (HQ)

e The role of alumni networks in science

e The many benefits of alumni engagement

Goethe hall

18:45 - 20:00

Dinner

Dining room / Einstein lounge
/ Planck lobby

20:00

Ein Quantum Impro
Science show (in German) with live music

Goethe hall
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Thursday, 15 October 2026

09:00 - 09:45 The Big Reset: How Is Innovation Changing Our Society? Goethe hall
Keynote by Ranga Yogeshwar (Physicist & Science Journalist), with Q&A
09:45-10:15 Science Under Pressure: Defending Academic Freedom Goethe hall
Lecture by Walter Rosenthal (President of the German Rectors'
Conference)
10:15-11:00 Coffee Break with World Café Planck lobby / Einstein lounge
Five themed discussion tables where alumni, postdocs, and doctoral
researchers exchange ideas or get information on a variety of topics
e The MPG Unit for International Relations: Let's Connect!
e Friends & Donors Unit and Max Planck Foundation
e Doing Culture: Diversity, Inclusion & Wellbeing at MPG
e  From Science to Start-up: Meet the Team
e Career Tracking
11:00 - 11:55 Workshops/Talks with Q&A
Shannon B. Olsson (CEO EchoNetwork India): Community-first Lynen room
knowledge circularity for a sustainable planet
Frank Ziegele (CEO Centrum fiir Hochschulentwicklung): How Will Future | Goethe hall
Universities Take Care of Their Alumni?
Marion Fischer & Sebastian Meyer-Borchert (Max Planck Innovation): Hahn lecture hall
Turn Research into Opportunity — Discover the Potential of Your
Ideas
11:55-12:15 Presentation of the Alumni and Mentoring Management System ,Max Goethe hall
Planck Alumni”
llka SchieBler-Gabler & Sabine Ziegler
12:15 - 12:20 Closing Address Goethe hall
Giinter M. Ziegler (President of Freie Universitét Berlin) .
12:20 — 13:45 Lunch Dining room / Einstein lounge
/ lobby

=» Take a pic in front of our new photo wall! €
Where: outside the Meitner Lecture Hall
When: throughout the entire event



