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Dear Federal Minister, liebe Frau Bér,

Thank you for your support of the ASCEND project — and more generally, for pushing the Hightech Agenda forward.

This is timely and this is how we gain momentum.

Dear President, lieber Martin Keller,

Dear Professor Rech,

Thank you for hosting us today. Clearly, when researchers from Helmholtz and Max Planck collaborate on a project,

something big is bound to happen.

Dear President, liebe Fatma Deniz,

Many congratulations on your recent election! It is great to have TU Berlin on board. | am — we are — very much look-

ing forward to working with you.

Ladies and gentlemen,

When | recently visited the Chinese Academy in Shenzhen, | was overwhelmed by their efforts in lab automation.
Across four floors, they have arranged 41 hutches in which robots carry out different lab protocols for synthetic biolo-
gy. They do this 24/7, driven from pull-down menus. Clearly, robotics and Al are changing the way we do science. Our
ASCEND project exemplifies this. It will show how robotics and machine learning open up new avenues in science:
from a better understanding of catalysis to developing scalable applications. The project also bridges academic institu-
tions and industry. Together with our partners from BASF, Dunia Innovations and Siemens Energy, we want to transfer

research findings into solutions. Solutions that help de-fossilize the chemical industry — a huge challenge.



Dear guests,

At Max Planck, we will keep pushing the frontiers. Recently, we established a national Max Planck Graduate School on
Biomedical Al, and an interdisciplinary research network on Al for the sciences. We are also recruiting new directors

who develop Al methods and applications.

Dear partners,
Dear Michelle Browne,

Dear Karsten Reuter,

It is colleagues like you who give me a lot of hope. Colleagues who make sure that we are not left behind globally.
Remember, in Germany there are only four institutions who are still part of the global top 100 research institutions in
machine learning, at least when you consult the Nature Index. Of course, Max Planck and Helmholtz are amongst
them, otherwise | would probably not have told you. Thank you for taking the lead. Thank you for bringing robotics

and Al to chemistry, to science. And all the best for the future!



