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Otto Hahn Medal

Since 1987, the Max Planck Society 

has awarded the Otto Hahn Medal annually 

to young scientists and researchers for 

outstanding scientific achievements.



Dr. rer. nat. 
Kristin Böhlig

Max Planck Institute of 
Molecular Cell Biology and Genetics, 
Dresden

Research Field:
Chemical Biology

Title of Dissertation:

Diacyl and Ether Lipid Probes for Mechanistic 
Analysis of Lipid Transport, Metabolism and 
Lipid-Protein Interactions

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Biology & Medicine Section



Bio

Dr. rer. nat.
Verena Cmentowski

Max Planck Institute of Molecular 
Physiology, Dortmund

Research Field:
Molecular Cell Biology of Mitosis

Title of Dissertation:

Dissecting the Molecular Mechanisms of Corona 
Assembly and CENP-E Kinetochore Recruitment

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Biology & Medicine Section



Dr. rer. nat.
Leonard Ernst

Max Planck Institute for Terrestrial 
Microbiology, Marburg

Research Field:
Biochemistry & Geochemistry

Title of Dissertation:

Bridging Geochemistry and Biochemistry: 
From Non-enzymatic Methane Formation 
Pathways to the Evolutionary Dawn of Enzymatic 
Nitrogen Fixation

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Biology & Medicine Section



Dr. rer. nat.
Matilde Florean

Max Planck Institute for 
Chemical Ecology, Jena

Research Field:
Natural Product Biosynthesis

Title of Dissertation:

Benzoxazinoids: A Model for the Repeated Evolution 
of Specialized Metabolite Biosynthesis in Plants

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Biology & Medicine Section



Dr. rer. nat.
Alison Kickuth

Max Planck Institute of Molecular 
Cell Biology and Genetics, Dresden

Research Field:
Biophysics 

Title of Dissertation:

The Physical Mechanism of 
Unilateral Cytokinesis

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Biology & Medicine Section



Dr. rer. nat.
Tanvi Kulkarni

Max Planck Institute of 
Immunobiology and Epigenetics, 
Freiburg 

Research Field:
Chromatin Regulation & 
RNA Biology

Title of Dissertation:

RNA-Dependent DNA Sequence Specificity for 
X-Chromosome Regulation

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Biology & Medicine Section



Dr. rer. nat.
María del Carmen 
Romero Mulero

Max Planck Institute of 
Immunobiology and Epigenetics,
Freiburg

Research Field:
Stem Cell biology

Title of Dissertation:

Multi-Omics Approaches to Identify Metabolic 
Hubs in Hematopoietic Stem Cells as a Strategy for 
Therapeutic Interventions in Aging and Disease

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Biology & Medicine Section



Dr. rer. nat.
Alexander Rotsch

Max Planck Institute for 
Multidisciplinary Sciences, 
Göttingen

Research Field:
Structural Biology & Biochemistry

Title of Dissertation:

Structural and Biochemical Studies on 
Co-Transcriptional Endonuclease Reaction

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Biology & Medicine Section



Dr. rer. nat.
Lion Schulz

Max Planck Institute for Biological 
Cybernetics, Tübingen

Research Field:
Computational Neuroscience

Title of Dissertation:

Mechanisms of Mistrust: Metacognition and 
Misinformation via Models of the Mind 

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Biology & Medicine Section



Dr. rer. nat.
Wenhao Xu

Max Planck Institute for 
Terrestrial Microbiology, Marburg

Research Field:
Microbiology

Title of Dissertation:

Identification and Characterization of Signals 
Recognized by Bacterial Extracellular 
Sensory Domains

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Biology & Medicine Section



Dr. rer. nat. 
Karim Almahayni

Max Planck Institute for the 
Science of Light, Erlangen

Research Field:
Biophysics

Title of Dissertation:

Ångström-Resolution Imaging of 
Cell-Surface Glycans

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Chemistry, Physics & 
Technology Section



Bio

Dr. rer. nat.
Maximilian Dax

Max Planck Institute for 
Intelligent Systems, Tübingen

Research Field:
Machine Learning & Physics

Title of Dissertation:

Probabilistic Machine Learning for Real-Time
Gravitational-Wave Inference

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Chemistry, Physics & 
Technology Section



Dr. rer. nat.
Maximilian Häberle

Max Planck Institute for 
Astronomy, Heidelberg

Research Field:
Astrophysics

Title of Dissertation:

A New Kinematic View of the Globular Cluster 
ω Centauri

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Chemistry, Physics & 
Technology Section



Dr. rer. nat.
Amelie Marie 
Heinzerling

Max Planck Institute of Quantum 
Optics, Garching / München

Research Field:
Attosecond Physics 

Title of Dissertation:

Field-Resolved Single-Cycle Deep-UV Pulses 
via Attosecond Solitons

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Chemistry, Physics & 
Technology Section



Dr. rer. nat.
Toghrul Karimov

Max Planck Institute for Software 
Systems, Saarbrücken

Research Field:
Automated Formal Verification

Title of Dissertation:

Algorithmic Verification of 
Linear Dynamical Systems

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Chemistry, Physics & 
Technology Section



Dr. rer. nat.
Jonathan Morgner

Max Planck Institute for 
Nuclear Physics, Heidelberg

Research Field:
Fundamental Physics

Title of Dissertation:

Stringent Test of Bound-State Quantum 
Electrodynamics with Highly Charged Tin

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Chemistry, Physics & 
Technology Section



Dr. Ellen Harumi 
Rumley

Max Planck Institute for 
Intelligent Systems, Stuttgart

Research Field:
Mechanical Engineering

Title of Dissertation:

A Study on Composite Dielectric Materials under 
Extreme Electric Fields for Sustainable & Versatile 
Soft Robotic Systems

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Chemistry, Physics & 
Technology Section



Dr. rer. nat.
Oskar Sachnik

Max Planck Institute for 
Polymer Research, Mainz

Research Field:
Molecular Electronics

Title of Dissertation:

Optimizing Organic Light-Emitting Diode 
Performance Through Molecular Engineering

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Chemistry, Physics & 
Technology Section



Dr.-Ing.
Simon Spies

Max Planck Institute for 
Software Systems, Saarbrücken

Research Field:
Programming Languages

Title of Dissertation:

Shaking Up the Foundations of Modern
Separation Logic

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Chemistry, Physics & 
Technology Section



Dr. rer. nat.
Giulio Zucal

Max Planck Institute for 
Mathematics in the Sciences, 
Leipzig

Research Field:
Mathematics

Title of Dissertation:

Continuous Methods for Discrete Structure

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Chemistry, Physics & 
Technology Section



Dr. Giulia Beatrice 

Bibliotheca Hertziana – 
Max-Planck-Institute for 
Art History, Rome

Research Field:
Art History

Title of Dissertation:

Avant-Garde Propaganda. Colonialism and Futurism

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Human Sciences Section



Bio

Dr. Rhianna Charlotte 
Drummond-Clarke 

Max Planck Institute for 
Evolutionary Anthropology

Research Field:
Human Origins

Title of Dissertation:

The Positional Behavior of Wild Chimpanzees 
Living in the Savannah-Mosaic Habitat of 
Issa Valley, Tanzania, and Implications for the 
Emergence of Hominin Bipedalism
The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Human Sciences Section



Dr. rer. nat.
Meike Dorothee 
Hettwer

Max Planck Institute for 
Human Cognitive and 
Brain Sciences, Leipzig

Research Field:
Neuroscience & Psychology

Title of Dissertation:

Mapping Cortical Alteration Patterns in 
Transdiagnostic Psychopathology: A Systems 
Framework Integrating Cortical Architecture and 
Developmental Susceptibility

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Human Sciences Section



Dr. rer. nat.
Leonardo Nicola 
Martin Iasi

Max Planck Institute for 
Evolutionary Anthropology, Leipzig 

Research Field:
Evolutionary Genetics 

Title of Dissertation:

Ancient Admixture: Detecting, Dating and 
Characterising Neandertal Admixture in 
Modern Human Genomes

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Human Sciences Section



Dr. Faris Nasrallah

Max Planck Institute for Social 
Anthropology, Halle (Saale)

Research Field:
International Arbitration, Legal 
Theory, Law and Anthropology

Title of Dissertation:

Beyond Theory and Practice in International 
Arbitration 

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Human Sciences Section



v

Dr. rer. pol.
Sebastian Riedmiller

Max Planck Institute for
Behavioral Economics, Bonn

Research Field:
Applied Microeconomics & 
Economics of Education

Title of Dissertation:

Survey-Guided Policy Design:
An Economic Approach to Student Aid and Beyond

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Human Sciences Section



Dr. rer. nat. Joëlle 
Anna Maria Schroën

Max Planck Institute for Human 
Cognitive and Brain Sciences, 
Leipzig

Research Field:
Neurobiology of Language

Title of Dissertation:

Bridging the Causality Gap: 
Insights into the Spatiotemporal Dynamics 
of Language Comprehension

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Human Sciences Section



Dr. phil. Henrik-
Alexander Schubert

Max Planck Institute for 
Demographic Research, Rostock

Research Field:
Demography

Title of Dissertation:

The Fertility Puzzle. Trends and Patterns of 
Male and Female Fertility

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Human Sciences Section



Dr. rer. nat.
Li Tang

Max Planck Institute of 
Geoanthropology, Jena

Research Field:
Archaeology

Title of Dissertation:

High-altitude Dietary Adaptations on the Interior 
Tibetan Plateau in Prehistory: Archaeobotanical, 
Paleoproteomic, and Stable Isotopic Evidence

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025Human Sciences Section



Dr. Alexander 
Wentker 

Max Planck Institute for 
Comparative Public Law and 
International Law, Heidelberg

Research Field:
Public International Law

Title of Dissertation:

Party Status to Armed Conflict 
in International Law

The Otto Hahn Medal 2025

U.S. Air Force photo by 1st Lt. Charles Rivezzo, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

Human Sciences Section



Imprint

Publisher  Max-Planck-Gesellschaft

  zur Förderung der Wissenschaften e.V.

  Hofgartenstraße 8, D80539 München

  Telefon +49 (0)89 21080

Editor responsible Maren Plica, Kerstin Dübner-Gee

for the content Department Human Resources

Development & Opportunities

Photos Unless otherwise indicated, the portraits and the photos representing the research projects

have been provided by the junior scientists.

Copyright All pictures and texts are subject to copyright protection.

  Juni 2026




	Outstanding!
	Foliennummer 2
	Dr. rer. nat. �Kristin Böhlig
	Dr. rer. nat.�Verena Cmentowski
	Dr. rer. nat.�Leonard Ernst
	Dr. rer. nat.�Matilde Florean
	Dr. rer. nat.�Alison Kickuth
	Dr. rer. nat.�Tanvi Kulkarni
	Dr. rer. nat.�María del Carmen Romero Mulero
	Dr. rer. nat.�Alexander Rotsch
	Dr. rer. nat.�Lion Schulz
	Dr. rer. nat.�Wenhao Xu
	Dr. rer. nat. �Karim Almahayni
	Dr. rer. nat.�Maximilian Dax
	Dr. rer. nat.�Maximilian Häberle
	Dr. rer. nat.�Amelie Marie Heinzerling
	Dr. rer. nat.�Toghrul Karimov
	Dr. rer. nat.�Jonathan Morgner
	Dr. Ellen Harumi Rumley
	Dr. rer. nat.�Oskar Sachnik
	Dr.-Ing.�Simon Spies
	Dr. rer. nat.�Giulio Zucal
	Dr. Giulia Beatrice 
	Dr. Rhianna Charlotte Drummond-Clarke 
	Dr. rer. nat.�Meike Dorothee Hettwer
	Dr. rer. nat.�Leonardo Nicola Martin Iasi
	Dr. Faris Nasrallah
	Dr. rer. pol.�Sebastian Riedmiller
	Dr. rer. nat. Joëlle Anna Maria Schroën
	Dr. phil. Henrik-Alexander Schubert
	Dr. rer. nat.�Li Tang
	Dr. Alexander �Wentker 
	Foliennummer 33
	Foliennummer 34

