34| CULTIVATED

Microorganisms are being
harnessed to produce new
antibiotics.

T T AR

40| ASSOCIATED 48| INCUBATED
Mercy Akinyi aims to understand Life may have originated in
how health, the environment, and black smokers in the deep sea.

culture are interconnected.

MaxPlanck Research - 1 | 2026

IMAGES: KATRIN BINNER (TOP LEFT), MIA COLLIS FOR THE MPG (TOP RIGHT), GETTYIMAGES / UNIVERSAL
HISTORY ARCHIVE (BOTTOM LEFT), PICTURE ALLIANCE/DPA | ANTONIO COSSIO (BOTTOM RIGHT)

60| ACCUMULATED

Millions of metric tons of
clothing are thrown away every
year — and often end up in the

Global South.



03 | EDITORIAL

06 | ON LOCATION

Red-Light District, Amsterdam

08 | IN BRIEF

14 | VIEWPOINT
Quo Vadis, Bafog?

20 | INFOGRAPHIC

Drivers of Polarization

FOCUS

Therapies for Tomorrow

22 | A Metronome for the Heart

Precise understanding of cardiac arrhythmias
is paving the way for gentler therapies.

28| Digital Help is Coming!

Apps can complement psychotherapy for
mental health conditions.

34 | Germ-Free

In the search for new antibiotics, reprogram-

ming the metabolism of microorganisms is key.

40 | VISIT TO
Mercy Akinyi

CONTENTS

46 | DOUBLE TAKE

KNOWLEDGE FROM

48 | Life’s Primordial Brew

Life on Earth may have originated in hydro-
thermal vents and received a chemical boost
from space.

54 | Patterns of Encounter

A research project was examining Mus-
lim-Jewish encounters in European cities —

then came October 7, 2023.

60 | Fashion for the Future

Statutory regulation could set the course for a
sustainable fashion industry.

66 | Gaps in the Blockchain

Decentralized databases, which are also used
by cryptocurrencies, are not as secure as is
generally assumed.

72 | POST FROM ...
Beijing, China

74 | FIVE QUESTIONS
On Surveillance Technology in the US

and Germany

75 | PUBLISHER’S INFORMATION

MaxPlanck Research - 1 | 2026



