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The technology transfer organization of the Max Planck Society  
has forged a link between science and business since 1970.  
Max Planck Innovation advises and supports Max Planck scientists 
in assessing the potential of an invention and applying for patents. 
It also markets patents, technologies and knowhow to industry 
and is on hand to help new entrepreneurs set up their business 
who convert the research results from the Max Planck Society into 
products and services.
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Katharina Landfester is researching 
new applications for nanocapsules 
in industry and medicine.44 Scienion prints biomolecules on  

carrier media – and has now become 
very successful in this area.54 An Evotec scientist during  

an electrophysiological  
experiment.58

FROM IDEAS TO PRODUCTS

32 Avatars for everyone

33 Reliable DNA copier 

33  Gene ferries for plant breeding 

34 New drug class 

35 Corrosion protection to order

35 Cure for leishmaniasis 

36  Privacy protection in data  
treasure troves

36 Cold plasma to combat germs 

37 Light combs as yardsticks

37 Genetic fingerprinting 

SCIENTIST & ENTREPRENEUR

40	 Just	a	spoonful	of	sugar
 Personal portrait: Peter Seeberger

44	 The	all-purpose	capsule
  Personal portrait:  

Katharina Landfester

50	 The	profiler
 Personal portrait: Lothar Willmitzer

Special | 20  MaxPlanckResearch    5




