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FREEDOM

18	 Academic freedom – a never-ending story
	� Academic independence has a long history in Germany. However, it was 

repeatedly restricted by religious or legal principles. The development  
of academic freedom and its limitations are a subject of research at the 
Max Planck Institute for the History of Science. 

26	 Cracks in the justice system
	� In principle, the Basic Law guarantees the independence of the courts 

in Germany. But can politicians influence the judiciary after all? At the 
Max Planck Institute for Comparative and International Private Law  
and the Max Planck Institute for European Legal History, researchers 
have studied this question and came up with some astonishing answers. 

34	 Freedom foisted
	� The differences between East and West have intensified again in recent 

years. Scientists from the Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology 
are examining the reasons why, in Eastern Germany and Hungary.
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Aligned:  
a space telescope focuses  
on the stars of our galaxy.50 A healthy balance:  

Anja Feldmann can clear her  
head when she’s on horseback.66 Flowed out:  

hot springs in the deep create  
the habitat for microorganisms.72
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