
In retirement: The age at which people 
can retire is one of the main points of 
dispute in the political discussion.10
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THE ROOTS OF HUMANKIND

18	 Face to Face with Neanderthals
	� Neanderthals and modern humans must have coexisted in Europe for 

several thousand years. What happened when they encountered each 
other and how they influenced one another are riveting questions. 
Researchers at the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology 
in Leipzig are searching for the answers.

26	 Change That Came from the Plowed Field
	� The transition to agriculture changed human society more drastically 

than almost any other innovation. Scientists at the Max Planck 
Institute for the Science of Human History in Jena are investigating 
this revolution from very different perspectives.

34	 Environmental Sins from Prehistoric Times
	� Human beings are currently changing the Earth on an unprecedented 

scale. But when did the transformation of our planet begin – and with 
it the human age, the Anthropocene? Using new methods, researchers 
at the Max Planck Institute for the Science of Human History are 
searching for the earliest traces of human activity.
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In the furnace: The glass fibers 	
drawn from the melt are as thin 	
as a human hair.48

In harmony: Fully automated 	
pipetting robots analyze tens 	
of thousands of proteomes.54

In the harbor: On board the Maria S. 
Merian, geologist Ralf Schiebel waits 
for the next departure.68
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