18 Face to Face with Neanderthals

Neanderthals and modern humans must have coexisted in Europe for
several thousand years. What happened when they encountered each
other and how they influenced one another are riveting questions.
Researchers at the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology
in Leipzig are searching for the answers.

26 Change That Came from the Plowed Field

The transition to agriculture changed human society more drastically
than almost any other innovation. Scientists at the Max Planck
Institute for the Science of Human History in Jena are investigating
this revolution from very different perspectives.

34 Environmental Sins from Prehistoric Times

Human beings are currently changing the Earth on an unprecedented
scale. But when did the transformation of our planet begin - and with
it the human age, the Anthropocene? Using new methods, researchers
at the Max Planck Institute for the Science of Human History are
searching for the earliest traces of human activity.

ON THE COVER “Where did we come from?” is one of the fundamental questions
of humankind. Archaeologists, anthropologists and geneticists are finding
more and more clues about where the first humans came from, how they spread
throughout the world and how they lived.
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