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JÜRGEN BAUMERT, Director at the Max Planck
Institute for Human Development in Berlin, is
the new Vice President of the Max Planck Soci-
ety. He was elected at the annual assembly in
Frankfurt to succeed Rüdiger Wolfrum. Legal
sciences expert Wolfrum remains Director at the
Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public
Law and International Law in Heidelberg, but he
has given up the honorary position of Vice Pres-
ident following his appointment as head of the
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea in
Hamburg. Like his predecessor, Jürgen Baumert’s
role on the Presidium will be to represent the
Humanities Section to which 19 of the 78 Max
Planck institutes belong. Baumert headed up the
first part – the German section – of the Pisa

study in which the
OECD compared the
school education
available to young
people in 32 coun-
tries. Wolfrum’s le-
gal expertise will
not, however, be
lost to the Max
Planck Society. He
will continue to ad-
vise President Peter
Gruss on the con-

duct of negotiations and entry into contracts
with partner universities.

JUST HOW EXCITING humanities research can
be was demonstrated when German Federal
Minister of Research Annette Schavan present-
ed the Max Planck Research Award bestowed
jointly by the Alexander von Humboldt Foun-
dation and the Max Planck Society. This year’s
award went to two experts in the history of art,
Horst Bredekamp (Humboldt University, Berlin)
and Alina Payne (Harvard University, Cam-
bridge, USA). The two internationally recog-
nized prize winners, also noted for their inter-
disciplinary work, took center stage at the
Frankfurt Congress Center and managed to win
the hearts and minds of their audience in no
time with their short talks. Horst Bredekamp
(59), a universal expert on images as well as a
multi-faceted cultural specialist, has, for exam-
ple, shown Darwin’s drawings of a coral to be a
forerunner of the theory of evolution. He also
believes that the engravings for Thomas
Hobbes’ “Leviathan” contain a preview of the
latter’s political philosophy. Bredekamp is cur-
rently involved in a project at the Hermann von
Helmholtz Center, which he co-founded at
Humboldt University. The aim of the project –
the first of its kind – is to collect, order and an-
alyze technical illustrations from the 16th cen-
tury onward. Architect Alina Payne (51) is pri-

marily interested in early theoretical treatises
on architecture that, with the aid of her out-
standing knowledge of Italian and Latin, she
has critically read and reviewed with both liter-
ary and scientific precision. Canadian by na-
tionality and Romanian by birth, she is regard-
ed as a leading figure in the architectural histo-
ry of the Renaissance. Commencing with the
significance of ornamentation, whether as the
essence of a building or an accessory, Payne ex-
plores the architectural aesthetic that she is re-
searching on an international scale in interdis-
ciplinary projects.

THE WINNERS of the 2006 Zülch Prize, which
carries an endowment of 50,000 euros, are
David Julius and Peter Joseph Jannetta. The
awards were presented to these two scientists
in recognition of their work in two areas of
pain research: David Julius, who has served as
professor in the Department of Cellular and
Molecular Pharmacology at the University of
California in San Francisco since 1999, has been
concerned primarily with decoding the molecu-
lar mechanisms of pain and temperature sensa-
tion. Peter Joseph Jannetta, who holds a chair
at Drexel University in Philadelphia and works
as a neurosurgeon at Allegheny General Hospi-
tal in Pittsburgh, developed the concept of
neurovascular compression, from which he de-
rived an operative procedure to treat trigeminal
neuralgia and other neurovascular compression
syndromes. The Zülch Prize is awarded by the
Gertrud Reemtsma Foundation, which, in turn,
is managed in trust by the Max Planck Society.
The award was established in memory of the
late Director of the Max Planck Institute for
Brain Research, Klaus Joachim Zülch, and is
presented for outstanding achievements in ba-
sic neurological research.

PLAYING ATOMIC BILLIARDS – on the trail of
the smallest particles: that was how the Philipp
Morris Foundation described the work of
Joachim Ullrich and Robert Moshammer, which
earned them a share in the Philipp Morris Re-
search Prize for 2006. The awards, bestowed
annually since 1983, were presented in Munich
in mid-July to two pairs of researchers and two
individual scientists, including the team from
the Max Planck Institute for Nuclear Physics in
Heidelberg. Ullrich and Moshammer developed
a reaction microscope that precisely measures
processes of an atomic magnitude, such as the
formation of chemical bonds. According to the
award citation, this quantum microscope will
play a key role in the emerging field of nan-
otechnology. The prize carries a total endow-
ment of 100,000 euros, which is divided be-
tween the recipients. ●
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