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d FRANZ-ULRICH HARTL has a penchant for

chaperones – not only as a pure object of re-
search, but also as a rewarding pursuit. The
Körber Foundation has now honored the Direc-
tor at the Max Planck Institute of Biochemistry
in Martinsried with the European Research
Prize, which is endowed with 750,000 euros.
The award recognizes his discoveries in the area
of protein folding, in which helper molecules,
or so-called chaperones, play a key role. In bio-
logical systems, protein molecules regulate
nearly all vital functions. But before they be-
come active in cells, the individual sections of
the protein must first acquire a certain three-
dimensional form. In most instances, the pro-
teins need chaperones for this, as Hartl and his
team first proved in 1989. The chaperones pre-
vent faulty folding or undesirable contact with
other molecules that would subsequently ag-
glomerate. Hartl’s findings are not only key for
the biotechnological production of protein
molecules, but they are also especially impor-
tant for the treatment of diseases such as
Alzheimer’s or Parkinson’s disease. The experi-
ments conducted by the Max Planck re-
searchers proved that the artificial proliferation
of chaperones prevents the malformation of
important key proteins.

THE PRESIDENTS of the Max Planck Society
and the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Peter
Gruss and Lu Yongxiang, have now forged a
bridge for junior scientists. They recently signed
an agreement in Munich on the joint education

and training of doctoral students at Max Planck
institutes and International Max Planck Re-
search Schools. By way of the targeted intro-
duction of excellent Chinese doctoral students
to research facilities and universities in Ger-
many and Europe, the aim is to further extend
the cooperation between the two partner orga-
nizations. And the President of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences (CAS) is certainly well
aware of the significance and scientific value of
this exchange. Lu Yongxiang, who studied me-
chanical engineering in Hangzhou, went on to
earn his doctorate at RWTH Aachen University.

The presidents agreed on the following arrange-
ment: the 20 best doctoral students out of the
5,000 doctoral students admitted annually to
the Chinese doctorate program will be offered
the opportunity to conduct their doctoral stud-
ies at the Max Planck Society. The program will
commence in the fall of 2006, with each orga-
nization assuming an equal share of funding.

A QUARTER OF A CENTURY after its founda-
tion, the Max Planck Institute for Mathematics
in Bonn staged a major celebration – and con-
firmed a frequently heard rumor. Word has it
that keen minds for mathematics are often en-
dowed with considerable musical talent. Conse-
quently, the event’s background program fea-
tured performing artists whose mathematical
prowess was matched by their superb musicali-
ty. Founding Director Friedrich Hirzebruch gave
an account of the early years of the institute,
which emerged from a special research area of
the University of Bonn and was subsequently
conceived as a guest research institute based
on the example of the American Institute of
Advanced Studies in Princeton and the French
Institut des Hautes Ètudes Scientifiques in Bu-
res-sur-Yvette. Here, mathematicians from all
over the world have the opportunity to devote
themselves to their own research projects, free
of the constraints of duties at their own insti-
tutions and universities. The fact that this op-
portunity is wholeheartedly welcomed is re-
flected by the following figures: every year, an
average of 350 to 400 foreign scientists make
their way to the Max Planck building that is lo-
cated in the center of Bonn and that offers
structured doctoral student education in con-
nection with the International Max Planck Re-
search School for Moduli Spaces. Considering
the achievements of the past 25 years, it comes
as no great surprise that Gerhard Faltings,
Managing Director at the Max Planck institute,
proudly claims: “The heart of mathematical re-
search beats in North Rhine-Westphalia.”

ATHLETES aren’t the only professionals who
aspire to gold medals – scientists like them too.
Since May, Simon White, Director at the Max
Planck Institute for Astrophysics, is the proud
holder of a very special distinction. The UK na-
tive and currently most frequently cited astro-
physicist recently received the highest honor
bestowed by the Royal Astronomical Society of
England (founded in 1820) for his essential re-
search on the emergence of cosmic structures
in the early phases of the universe. His work
paved the way for the development of the
model of cold dark matter with a cosmological
constant, which has since become the estab-
lished standard model of the universe.
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