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The Max Planck Society for the Advancement of Science comprises 
78 research facilities with some 12,600 staff, including around 4,400 scientists. 
In addition to this, about 11,300 scholarship holders, guest scientists, and 
doctoral candidates joined the Max Planck Society in 2006. The annual budget 
for 2007 is calculated in total at 1,433 million euros. 
Research activities of the Max Planck Society focus on basic research 
in natural sciences and the humanities. 
The Max Planck Society is a non-profi t organization registered under private 
law as an incorporated association. Its central decision-making body is the 
Senate with members from the world of politics, the scientifi c community, 
and the professional public, providing for a well-balanced partnership.
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d JOINT EXCELLENCE: The Max Planck Society and 

the University of Heidelberg intend to work even 
more closely together. Max Planck President Pe-
ter Gruss and University Rector Peter Hommel-
hoff have concluded an agreement that summa-
rizes the details of future cooperation, including 
dual appointments, Max Planck fellowships, In-
ternational Max Planck Research Schools (IM-
PRS) and, of course, joint research projects. This 
is the fi rst time such a package has been put to-
gether that simultaneously embraces four Max 
Planck institutes. “The promise of success inher-
ent in this joint venture underscores the excel-
lence of both partners, whose strengths are em-
ployed to full advantage here,” commented 
President Gruss about the agreement. The Max 
Planck Society maintains Institutes for Astrono-
my, Nuclear Physics, Medical Research and Com-
parative Public Law and International Law in 
Heidelberg. In common with many other individ-
ual Max Planck institutes nationwide, they have 
been cooperating successfully with universities 
for a long time. Proof of this can be found in the 
results of the Excellence Initiative, in which both 
Heidelberg University and other similar estab-
lishments that are networked with Max Planck 
Institutes took leading positions.

“WE LOVE TO ENTERTAIN YOU”: Since max-wis-
sen.de went online in August 2005, the site has 
attracted around 200,000 visitors. The number of 
page views is running at over 40,000 per month. 
So far, however, the knowledge portal has been 
something of a secret in the data-fi lled vastness 
of the Internet. Now things are set to change as 
part of a media deal with TV broadcaster Pro-
Sieben. In January 2007, ProSieben launched a 
new knowledge channel on its website – and 
max-wissen is in on the act. Content managers at 
ProSieben on the lookout for suitable scientifi c 
content managed to hook up with the movers and 
shakers at max-wissen, who were keen to reach 
out to specifi c target groups. And ProSieben is 
second only to RTL in attracting one of the largest 

proportions of young viewers, not least because 
of its popular German-language programs Galileo 
and Wunderwelt Wissen. As a result, MAX subject 
matter is now available to a wider audience. But 
max-wissen.de is also benefi ting from this joint 
venture: in the fi rst few months, visitor numbers 
grew 60 percent.

MAX PLANCK INNOVATION, the Max Planck So-
ciety‘s technology transfer unit, has signed a so-
called co-licensing agreement with Stratagene, 
covering the exploitation rights to more than 150 
microRNA sequences. This is the last license to 
be granted for the development of diagnostics. 
MicroRNAs play an important role in functions 
that are vital to the life of cells, and therefore 
probably also in the origins of various diseases, 
including metabolic disorders, infections and can-
cer. As a result, there is substantial interest on the 
part of industrial companies to use microRNAs as 
a basis for new diagnostic aids and treatments. In 
the interest of making rapid progress in this fi eld, 
Max Planck Innovation has decided on a differen-
tiated licensing strategy. “For research purposes, 
we grant broad, non-exclusive licenses to micro-
RNA technology. For treatment purposes, we have 
issued a total of two co-exclusive licenses, and in 

the fi eld of diagnostics we have lim-
ited access to four partners,” ex-
plained Jörn Erselius, Managing Di-
rector of Max Planck Innovation. 
The existence and function of mi-
croRNAs in vertebrates were discov-
ered and fi rst described in 2001 by 
Thomas Tuschl and his team at the 
Max Planck Institute for Biophysical 
Chemistry in Göttingen.

PLUS 6 EQUALS 49: The Max Planck 
Society has decided, in addition to 
the 43 International Max Planck Re-
search Schools (IMPRS) already in ex-
istence, to establish six more in the 
course of the year. Three will special-

ize in aspects of the Humanities and Social Sci-
ences, two will supplement the research of the 
Chemistry, Physics and Technology Section, and 
one will further the work of the Biology and Med-
icine Section. Since 2000, the IMPRS have become 
an established part of the Max Planck Society‘s 
support program for doctoral candidates. They are 
each the product of an initiative by one or more 
Max Planck institutes and work closely with uni-
versities and other research institutions, in some 
cases also abroad. They offer exceptionally gifted 
German and foreign junior scientists the opportu-
nity to earn their doctorates under excellent re-
search conditions. The individual Research Schools 
invite applications worldwide for their post-doc 
positions and grants. ●

Clever clicks: 
max-wissen.de 

now has a promi-
nent place in the 

new knowledge 
portal operated 

by German TV 
broadcaster 
ProSieben.
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