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Terrestrial Ecosystem Research – A Shared Interest for Germany's 
Science Organisations  

Alliance Forms Working Group on Infrastructures in Terrestrial Research 

A new working group of the Alliance of Science Organisations in Germany, devoted to terrestrial 
ecosystem research, has held its inaugural meeting. The working group on Infrastructures in 
Terrestrial Research, chaired by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG, German Research 
Foundation) and the Helmholtz Association of German Research Centres, will promote more effective 
networking in this well-established and varied field of research. Its mandate includes the 
standardisation and harmonisation of investigations and securing the better availability of data. This 
is intended to enable closer collaboration with public bodies at the federal and state levels and 
support the integration of German projects in international research initiatives. 

The working group brings together experts from various member organisations of the Alliance. The 
chairpersons are Professor Ingrid Kögel-Knabner, Technical University of Munich, and Professor 
Georg Teutsch, Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research (UFZ), Leipzig. The aim is to create a 
networking concept that generates models for strengthening long-term research covering all 
compartments and scales. The focus is on three main tasks: stronger international networking of 
national locations and activities, a comprehensive concept for data management and the 
identification of relevant themes to further develop the research field. 

The working group was set up in response to the strategy paper "Long-Term Outlook and 
Infrastructure of Terrestrial Research in Germany", drawn up by three DFG Senate Commissions and 
the German Committee Future Earth in early 2013. In September 2013, following a suggestion by the 
DFG, the Alliance of Science Organisations in Germany decided to set up the working group for a 
period of five years. The group will also handle ongoing Alliance activities relating to biodiversity 
research.  

The Alliance of Science Organisations in Germany is a union of the most important German science 
and research organisations. It issues statements on questions of science policy, research funding and 
the structural development of the German research system. The DFG is chair of the Alliance in 2014.  

  



 

Further Information 

More information about the Alliance of German Science Organisations and its activities is available at: www.dfg.de/en/dfg_profile/alliance 

Strategy paper "Long-Term Outlook and Infrastructure of Terrestrial Research in Germany – A Systematic Approach" at: 
www.dfg.de/download/pdf/dfg_im_profil/gremien/senat/agraroekosystemforschung/strategiepapier_infrastruktur.pdf (only available in 
German) 
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