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Partners in Research

Max Planck Society and RIKEN celebrate the 30t anniversary of their cooperation

Around 150 participants recently came
together — including the Presidents of
both research organizations, Peter Gruss
and Ryoji Noyori, as well as leading sci-
entists and high-ranking representa-
tives from politics and business. The
ceremony, which took place at the
Industry Club of Japan in Tokyo, was
opened by RIKEN'’s President, who is
also the Nobel Prize laureate in Chem-
istry 2001. Noyori pointed out that the
research organization he heads was
founded in 1917 and modeled on of the
Kaiser Wilhelm Society, and today con-
tinues to be based on the example of
the Max Planck Society. He referred to
the fact that a new evaluation has un-
derscored the outstanding role of RIKEN
within the Japanese science system.
The institutional cooperation between
RIKEN and the Max Planck Society goes
back to 1984 when Presidents Tatuoki
Miyazima and Reimar Liist concluded
a framework agreement.

Warm handshake: RIKEN President Ryoji Noyori (left) welcomes Max Planck President Peter Gruss at the Industry Club in Tokyo.

Tailwind for Free Knowledge on the Net

More than 200 participants from 40 countries at the Open Access anniversary conference in Berlin

Ten years after the “Berlin Declaration on
Open Access to Knowledge in the Sciences
and Humanities” was first adopted, this
Open Access initiative launched by the
Max Planck Society has found a strong in-
ternational following. At the1oth anniver-
sary conference in Berlin, the declaration
was also signed by representatives of the
Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial and the
Prussian Cultural Heritage Foundation, in-
creasing the number of signatories to more
than 460. “This is a remarkable develop-
ment, but Open Access is not a surefire
successjustyet,"said Max Planck President
Peter Gruss. The Mission Statement pre-
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sented at the conference is to act as a
guidelineforthe transition to Open Access.
One of the key aspects is to maintain high
quality standards and to develop them
even further. “When faced with the glut of
both information and disinformation on
thelnternet, itisparticularly important for
itto be clear which articles meet the most
stringent demands of science,” empha-
sized Gruss. To drive forward the interna-
tional exchange against this backdrop,
the Max Planck Society will continue to co-
organize follow-up conferences on the
“Berlin Declaration,”but onabiannual basis.
openaccess.mpg.de

At the Open Access Conference in Berlin,
President Peter Gruss takes the opportunity
to engage in a lively exchange.

Photos: RIKEN (top), Stefanie Mahler (bottom)
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“The Arctic Sunrise is no isolated case”

Conflict surrounding the Greenpeace icebreaker has repercussions for international law

It was a thriller in the Arctic Ocean: In the
fall of 2013, Russian Security Service vessels
seized the Greenpeace icebreaker ARCTIC
SUNRISE during a protest against the Prira-
zlomnaya oil platform and held the 30-per-
son crew in detention for some time. In re-
sponse to an application by the Nether-
lands, which is the ship’s flag state, the In-
ternational Tribunal for the Law of the Sea
(ITLOS) ruled that Russia was to release the
ship, along with its crew, against bail of 3.6
million euros. Russia delayed this fora con-
siderable time. The crew members were
eventually allowed to leave the country
shortly after Christmas, but the ship was
still being held in January. We interviewed
Rudiger Wolfrum from the Max Planck
Institute for Comparative Public Law and
International Law, who was already presi-
dent of ITLOS at the time, and also one of
the judges on the tribunal that passed the
current ruling.

Mr. Wolfrum, the media maintains that Russia
doesn’t accept the tribunal’s verdict. This
sounds like a violation of international law.
What is your view?

Riidiger Wolfrum: In fact, | consider state-
ments like this to be greatly exaggerated.
Russia has its own position, and of course
there is a conflict. In any case, no final ver-
dict has yet been passed, and the case will
be decided before a court of arbitration. In
a public hearing following a request for pro-
visional measures, ITLOS's role was to de-
termine whether such measures were need-
ed to protect the rights of the parties until
the court of arbitration could be set up. This
involved two key questions that, though of
a procedural nature, are of extremely far-
reaching significance.

What are these questions?

From the outset, Russia said that it would
not take part in the negotiations. It based
this on a declaration it had made during
ratification of the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). It
was therefore necessary to clarify wheth-
er the soon-to-be-established court of ar-
bitration would be rendered incompetent
by this declaration. ITLOS refuted this,
based on exceptionally brief grounds. It
then considered the question of what it
means if one party doesn’'t appear. Here,

the judges’ deliberations were longer. Two
points need emphasizing: first, that a par-
ty continues to be a party to the proceed-
ings even if it fails to appear, and second,
that it is bound by the court’s ruling.

Does this ruling set a precedent?

Indeed it does. Even if there have been sim-
ilar cases, no court in this form has yet
grappled so profoundly with the question
of what a failure to appear really means. In
this regard, ITLOS made a decision that
plays an important role in the future of in-
ternational law and that will encourage
other courts to pass exactly the same rul-
ing in similar situations.

Why is Russia refusing to appear anyway?
With its declaration on the ratification,
Russia wants to stop any coercive mea-
sures that it takes within its exclusive eco-
nomic zone from being challenged interna-
tionally. And this can't be done in such broad
strokes - it applies only to fishing and
research. The ARCTIC SUNRISE was doing
neither. What is important in this context
is the general ruling of the UNCLOS. It dis-
tinguishes between coastal waters, where
a coastal state is fully competent to pass
and enforce laws, and the aforementioned
economic zone, in which the coastal state
has only limited rights to do so. The situa-
tion differs only in the area surrounding ar-
tificial structures located within this zone,
such as oil rigs: the coastal state can set up
safety zones within a soo-meter radius of
these structures, where it retains full com-
petence, including policing powers.

And is this particular point significant in the
present case?

Yes, because it now appears that the ARCTIC
SUNRISE didn't enter the safety zone around
the oil rig; at least, the ship was outside it
when it was seized. And this, of course,
raises the question: Was Russia within its
rights to seize the ship? ITLOS commented
only indirectly on this: while it assumed
that the legal position is unclear in this re-
spect - that being up to the court of arbi-
tration to decide - it did still see problems
as regards the seizure of the ship in the
economic zone. For this reason, and on hu-
manitarian grounds, it ordered the release
of the ship and crew. This is a conclusion

Rudiger Wolfrum

with far-reaching consequences, and will
not be welcomed unreservedly by all coast-
al states. There is a tendency to extend
coastal state competencies, particularly
policing powers, into the exclusive eco-
nomic zone.

So, does ITLOS see a bias in favor of Greenpeace?
I wouldn't say so; both sides have legal ar-
guments in their favor. Before the ARCTIC
SUNRISE was stopped, its inflatable boats
had entered the safety zone - two people
were attempting to climb onto the rig.
They were apprehended and brought back
on board. Moreover, the ARCTIC SUNRISE is
no isolated case. Greenpeace has taken a
similar stand against a series of oil drilling
operations in the Arctic. There are national
rulings that prohibit Greenpeace from en-
tering the safety zone of a platform off the
coast of Greenland.

What is the next step in this specific case?
I'm assuming that, having released the
crew, Russia will also hand over the ship,
fully accepting the ITLOS ruling on this
matter. But no official statement has been
issued as yet. Russia can't stop the court of
arbitration from being set up. The proce-
dure -including the appointment of the ar-
bitrators - is designed so that the ITLOS
President determines the arbitrators, who,
in principle, are to be jointly appointed by
both parties. There is thus an anti-block-
ing mechanism in place that stops one par-
ty from impeding the dispute resolution
procedure by failing to appear.

Interview: Jens Eschert
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Breaking New Ground in Latin America

Laying foundations for cooperation with Colombia and Peru/Max Planck office opened in Buenos Aires

On his first visit to the South American countries of Peru and
Colombia, which are increasing their focus on research and de-
velopment, Max Planck President Peter Gruss signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding with the research councils of both
nations. This sets up a legal framework that allows interested
Max Planck institutes to build up cooperative networks in these
countries. “These states are showing a lot of interest. They are
seeking advice and models for establishing their own research
structures,” said the President. The plan is to support evaluation
of the research system with the aid of an international commit-
tee of experts, or to set up national scholarships allowing doc-
toral students and postdocs to take up residencies at Max Planck
institutes in Germany. The Max Planck Society is also seeking
to expand its involvement in Argentina, Brazil, Chile and Mex-
ico, and has opened a Latin America office in Buenos Aires with
this aim in mind. Paula Arias Pulgarin, General Director of the Colombian research

council Colciencias, and President Peter Gruss signing the Memoran-

www.mpg.de/7468478/latin-america dum of Understanding.

Wonders of Youthful Research

Winners of a junior research competition experience the daily life of a scientist

The 2013 and 2012 winners in the Phys-
ics category of Germany’s junior science
competition Jugend forscht already ac-
cepted their prize money, donated by
the Max Planck Society, during the com-

petition. Now, as an additional “gift,”
the winners of the State rounds and the
all-Germany final also got the chance to
gather authentic insight into a scientist’s
daily life on a trip to Munich: doctoral
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students at the Max Planck Institutes of
Quantum Optics, for Extraterrestrial
Physics and for Astrophysics in Garch-
ing gave the prizewinners a guided tour
of their labs and workshops. Using their
actual experimental setups, the research-
ers directly demonstrated what they
were investigating in their current dis-
sertation projects — not exactly easily di-
gestible fare for the 22 rising science
stars, all aged between 15 and 20. Unde-
terred, they followed everything closely,
interested and visibly impressed. They
also learned how doctoral students fi-
nance their lives, how important and
stimulating it is to work in a team with
fellow scientists, and how the results of
their research are published. The many
exotic postcards pinned to the bulletin
board at the Max Planck Institute of
Quantum Optics proved that research
trips and conferences can take scientists
to many remote corners of the earth.

The young scientists looked particularly
impressed by experimental setups at the
Max Planck Institute of Quantum Optics.

Photo: OH (top), Susanne Beer (bottom)
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Black Holes and Gravitational Waves

European Space Agency selects major missions with key contributions from

Max Planck scientists

How were the large-scale structures we see today formed
from ordinary matter? How did black holes grow, and what
was their impact on the universe? These are some of the
most important questions of modern astrophysics. And the
next major European Space Agency (ESA) mission could
provide the answers we need. “We are very happy that ESA
has chosen ‘The Hot and Energetic Universe’ as one of its
main projects,” says Kirpal Nandra, Director at the Max
Planck Institute for Extraterrestrial Physics. Nandra heads
an international collaboration that proposed the topic, and
has already drawn up plans for an X-ray observatory called
Athena (Advanced Telescope for High-Energy Astrophysics).
Someone else is just as happy, namely Karsten Danzmann,
Director at the Max Planck Institute for Gravitational Phys-
ics and spokesman of the eLISA (evolved Laser In-
terferometer Space Antenna) mission that the ESA
is pursuing as part of its “Gravitational Universe”
project. The space-based observatory is going to de-
tect gravitational waves, helping to resolve funda-
mental astrophysical questions about the Big Bang
and the evolution of the universe.

Bienvenidos a Alemania Colorful University Life

Excellent doctoral students and post-
docs from Spain, who are no older than
30 or 35 years of age, respectively, can
now apply for a research residency at a
Max Planck Institute. The programme,
which was initiated on the occasion of
the Prince of Asturias Award to the
Max Planck Society in recognition of its
international cooperation, provides the
young researchers with the unique op-
portunity to establish scientific con-
tacts in Germany. Closing date for the
nomination is 31 May 2014.

www.mpg.de/8034988/Max-Planck_
Asturias-Award-Mobility-Programme

When Nuno Maulide’s Research Group
moved from the Max-Planck-Institut fur
Kohlenforschung (coal research) to the
University of Vienna, Desislava Petkova
was one of those who also came along
to the Austrian capital. In her contribu-
tion to the “Univienna bloggt” blog por-
tal, she is now introducing her interna-
tional team and its research projects -
agoodstartinanew place. On the blog
portal, researchers, students and alum-
ni tell colorful stories from the univer-
sity and get a chance to network with
each other. A smart color-coding sys-
tem means that readers can tell right
away who is writing at any given time.
http://blog.univie.ac.at/one-for-all-
and-all-for-one

Space scout: While Athena (top) is to trace
black holes and large-scale structures,
the three eLISA mission satellites will be
listening for gravitational waves.

History of Emotions

Feelings such as fear, anger and love
motivate or inhibit us in our actions.
Emotions are learned socially and
formed by culture, and they can
change: they have a history. But how
can the history of emotions be re-
searched? What sources, questions
and methods can help? Scientists at
Berlin's Max Planck Institute for Hu-
man Development explain this on
their new web page. They analyze
concrete sources, giving the reader
insights into their research.
www.history-of-emotions.mpg.de/en
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