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During a meeting in Warsaw,
Peter Gruss, President of 
the Max Planck Society, and
Michal Kleiber, Polish Minis-
ter of Science, agreed to 
cooperate on an even closer
level. Cooperative efforts,
particularly in bioinformatics,
molecular biology, the mate-
rial sciences, astrophysics,
mathematics, the humanities,
and the human sciences are
to receive a boost. Gruss' 
trip to Poland at the start 
of November 2002 marked
his first official visit as the
new President of the Max
Planck Society. In a meeting
with representatives from
Polish science organizations,
Gruss stated that the previ-
ous cooperative efforts have
been positive. 

Peter Gruss underscored the
willingness of the Max Planck
Society to expand the numer-
ous scientific contacts with
Polish partners in light of the
growing development of net-
works in European research.
After the meeting with the
Polish Minister of Science,
Gruss went on to say that it is
of mutual interest to assume
greater responsibility for the
education and careers of junior
scientists by jointly offering
them long-term support. The
Max Planck Institutes are pre-
pared to and in a position to
offer selected post docs de-

manding opportunities at 
Max Planck Institutes to broad-
en their scientific experience. 
A special arrangement was dis-
cussed with the Minister con-
cerning those Polish post-docs
at Max Planck Institutes who
intend to return to a Polish re-
search institution. The require-
ment here is that both sides
jointly evaluate the fellows 
upon completion of their 
work at a Max Planck Institute. 
At the same time, Poland will
offer returning junior scientists
the prospect of attractive
working conditions.
These coordinated efforts
should motivate exceptional
junior scientists to perform re-
search in cooperation with in-
ternational partners and to ap-
ply their experiences to benefit
science and research in their
home country. Peter Gruss em-
phasized that the Max Planck
Society grants its institutes 
the freedom to determine their
own research topics and part-
ners: "Cooperative efforts
among scientists are only fruit-
ful when synergies arise out 
of mutual research projects
that involve equal partners,
and when the results, which
otherwise may not have come
to pass, are beneficial to both
parties." Gruss urged interest-
ed Polish scientists and re-
searchers to contact colleagues
at the Max Planck Society 
directly.
In November, joint workshops
were held in Warsaw, Krakow,
and Poznan on "Variety in
Mathematics", "Molecular Cell
Biology", "Planetary Systems",
"Biodiversity", and "Nanostruc-
tures". In September a work-
shop for young researchers
from Germany and Poland took
place in Krakow on the subject

of "New European Constitu-
tional Law". As a result of these
events, new cooperative efforts
should develop between Ger-
man and Polish scientists and
researchers. In order to reach
other societal circles, the No-
vember workshops, which took
place under the motto of 
"Science and Art in Europe",
were accompanied by concerts
and an art exhibition.
The Max Planck Society has 
also been active in Poland in
the past. Since January 2001,
an Independent Junior Re-
search Group has been working
in Warsaw under the direction
of Dr. Mathias Bochtler. This
group is part of the Interna-
tional Institute for Molecular
and Cell Biology at the Polish
Academy of Sciences and is
comprised of scientific mem-
bers from Poland, the Ukraine,
and Belarus. The focus of the
group is molecular medicine.
Bochtler is from the Munich-
based Max Planck Institute for
Biochemistry. The Max Planck
Society has provided the costly
laboratory equipment in War-
saw and is financing the group.
So far, around fifty projects are
running at Max Planck Insti-
tutes involving Polish partners.
Some of them are financed
through the Framework Pro-
gram of the European Union.
More than 150 fellows, guest
scientists, and researchers from
Poland are working in several
of the eighty Institutes of the
Max Planck Society. In the fu-
ture, even more cooperative
potential with Polish partners
are to be identified. In connec-
tion with this initiative, the
Max Planck Society would like
to discuss new ways to educate
junior scientists with interested
research organizations.  ●
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