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biologically important mole-
cules”, “Visualizing molecular
movements”, and “Optical
methods to study neuronal
function”. There was ample op-
portunity for detailed discus-
sion during the course of three
poster sessions which included
55 poster presentations.
The invited scientists Scott
Fraser (California Institute of
Technology/Pasadena), Udi
Isacoff (University of Califor-
nia/Berkeley), Amiram Grinvald
(The Weizmann Institute of Sci-
ence/Rehovot), Jeff Lichtman
(Washington University), Wolf

SCHLOESSMANN SEMINAR

A Closer Look at Optical Methods 
In the middle of December
2001, 130 participants from
nine countries, including 21
scientists from the USA, met
at Schloss Elmau in Upper
Bavaria to exchange views on
optical methods in modern
biology. During this 5th
Schloessmann Seminar, Nobel
laureate Erwin Neher pre-
sented eleven young scien-
tists with Schloessmann Fel-
lowships and Schloessmann
Awards. The Seminar was or-
ganised by the Max Planck
Institute of Neurobiology
based in Martinsried.

diverted the seminar partici-
pants’ vision away from micro-
scopes and upwards into the
world of telescopes. Stimulat-
ing lectures, lively discussions
and consistently positive feed-
back from participants demon-
strated that the Schloessmann
Seminar fulfils an important
function of interdisciplinary
scientific communication as
well as attracting talented
young researchers to the Max
Planck Institutes. This would
have pleased Ernst-Rudolf
Schloessmann, who, as a Sup-
porting Member of the Max
Planck Society, helped to es-
tablish a foundation to pro-
mote young scientists prior to
his death in 1993.
The following young scientists
received a Schloessmann
Award: Dieter Braun (Rocke-
feller University), Veronica Eg-
ger (Cold Spring Harbor Labo-
ratory), Giovanni Galizia (Freie
Universität Berlin), Sally Kim
(Max Planck Institute of Bio-
physical Chemistry), Arnd Pralle
(University of Berkeley) and
Philip Tinnefeld (Max Planck
Institute of Biophysical Chem-
istry). Schloessmann Fellow-
ships were awarded to: Sidney
Cambridge (Max Planck Insti-
tute of Neurobiology), Maz
Hasan (Max Planck Institute for
Medical Research), Bernd Kuhn
(Max Planck Institute of Bio-
chemistry), Christian Lohmann
(Washington University), Malte
Wachsmuth (Deutsches Krebs-
forschungszentrum (German
Centre for Cancer Research),
Heidelberg). ●

The organising committee,
made up of Tobias Bonhoeffer,
Alexander Borst (Directors at
the Max Planck Institute of
Neurobiology), Winfried Denk
(Director at the Max Planck In-
stitute for Medical Research),
Reinhard Jahn and Erwin Neher
(Directors at the Max Planck
Institute of Biophysical Chem-
istry), was successful in draw-
ing outstanding scientists as
well as young talent to give
lectures at the event. In 17 lec-
tures, young researchers – pri-
marily postdoctoral fellows –
presented their studies on the
theme of “New methods in mi-
croscopy”, “New ways to study

Almers (Oregon Health Science
University), Noam Ziv (The
Technion/Haifa), Karel Svoboda
(Cold Spring Harbor Laborato-
ry), Derek Toomre (Yale Univer-
sity/New Haven), Tim Ryan
(Cornell University/New York),
as well as Stefan Hell, Petra
Schwille und Tom Jovin (Max
Planck Institute of Biophysical
Chemistry) each gave a lecture
lasting one hour in which they
presented their work on the
subject.
The lecture by Reinhard Genzel
of the Max Planck Institute for
Extraterrestrial Physics in
Garching on “Black holes,
galaxies and the early universe” PH
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The Max Planck Society for the 
Advancement of Science comprises
80 research facilities with some
11,200 staff, including around 3,100
scientists. In addition to this, about
7,900 scholarship holders, guest 

scientists, and doctoral candidates 
joined the MPS in 2001. 
The annual budget for 2001 was 
calculated in total at 1,186 million
Euro. 1,245 million Euro of this 
came from public funds.

Research activities focus on basic 
research in natural sciences and the
humanities. Since the Max Planck 
Society sees its main task as a pace-
maker in research, especially in com-
plementing the work of universities, 
it cannot be active in all fields of 
research. It therefore tries to concen-
trate its funds and resources where
particular research opportunities 
are identifiable. 

The Max Planck Society is a non-
profit organisation registered under
private law as an incorporated associ-
ation. Its central decision-making
body is the Senate, with members
from the world of politics, the science
community, and the professional 
public providing for a well-balanced
partnership. 
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