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search facilities with some 12,000 staff, including around 3,500 scientists. In
addition to this, about 9,100 scholarship holders, guest scientists, and doctoral
candidates joined the MPS in 2002. The annual budget for 2002 was calculated
in total at 1,253 million euros. 1,057 million euros of this came from public
funds. Research activities focus on basic research in natural sciences and the
humanities. The Max Planck Society sees its main task as a pacemaker in

research.

The Max Planck Society is a non-profit organisation registered under private
law as an incorporated association. Its central decision-making body is the
Senate with members from the world of politics, the science community,

and the professional public providing for a well-balanced partnership.
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